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Healthcare System Highlights
The country chosen for this study is France. This analysis will examine how France’s healthcare system is different or similar to that of the United States and how these trends have impacted the healthcare outcomes in the two countries. The table below summarizes the trends in both France and United States. 
	OECD Country

            Highlights 
	Expenditure (% of GDP)
	Physician visits per 1,000 population 
	Population health 
	Quality and care outcomes 

	France 
	11.2
	3.2
	-18% of chronic disease burden
-17.0% rate of obesity  
	-Five year survival rate for breast cancer 86.7%
-Hospitalizations for diabetes and hypertension 153 (diabetes) and 48 (hypertension) per 100,000 population.
-Deaths per 100,00 population 60 by 2016
-Life expectancy is 82.6 years 

	United States
	16.9
	2.6
	-28% of chronic disease burden 
-40.0% rate of obesity 

	- Five year survival rate for breast cancer 90.2%
- Hospitalizations for diabetes and hypertension 204 (diabetes) and 159 (hypertension) per 100,000 population
-Deaths per 100,000 population is 112 as per 2016
-Life expectancy is 78.6 years 



Assessment of Relative Performance
Based on the above highlights, France spends slightly less than the United States on healthcare. From the above table, most countries in the OECD list invest a huge amount of their share of the economy in the healthcare system. For France, the government spends about 11.2% of its GDP compared to the United States which spends about 16.9% as per the 2018 financial year (Tikkanen & Abrahms, 2020). France spends almost three-quarters of what the United States spends on healthcare. The expenditure has been increasing dramatically over the years across all the countries due to increasing demand for better and quality healthcare.
In terms of physician visits, France records higher visits compared to the United States. As the table shows, France’s physician visit per 1,000 people e is 3.2 compared to 2.6 in the United States. Despite the huge spending on healthcare, United States has fewer physician visits compared to France. Higher physician visits can be attributed to various factors in France including a high supply of physicians compared to the United States.
Another important factor that determines the efficiency of a healthcare system is population health. Compared to the United States, France has lower susceptibility to the burden of chronic conditions such as obesity and hypertension. France’s rates of chronic disease burden stand at 18% for chronic disease burden and 17.0% rate of obesity (Tikkanen & Abrahms, 2020).  The statistics of the United States are as follows: 28% of chronic disease burden and 40.0% rate of obesity (Tikkanen & Abrahms, 2020).
Efficient and effective healthcare is also determined by the quality of care outcomes. From the above table, different parameters can be used to determine the healthcare outcome. For example, in terms of the five-year survival rate for breast cancer, France is slightly low at 86.7% compared to 90.2% in the United States. In terms of hospitalizations for chronic conditions per 100,000 people, France records lower statistics (153 for diabetes and 48 for hypertension) compared to the United States (204 for diabetes and 159 for hypertension conditions). In terms of avoidable deaths, France has been able to prevent avoidable deaths more than the United States. Avoidable deaths per 100,000 population in France is 60 while that of the United States is 112 (Tikkanen & Abrahms, 2020).
Also, the efficiency of a healthcare system is determined by life expectancy rates. France’s life expectancy is at 82.6 years compared to the U.S. at 78.6 years (Tikkanen & Abrahms, 2020). This discrepancy between the United States and France is mainly based on the country’s choice of the healthcare system.
The healthcare system in France is very different from that in the United States, not only in terms of expenditure or any of the above-highlighted parameters. The differences in these parameters that determine the efficiency and effectiveness of healthcare are influenced by one common factor, the healthcare model that the country uses. This explains why the United States, despite having the highest expenditure, the U.S. healthcare outcome is still poor compared to other OECD member states like France. As Chambaud (2017) explains, France has implemented the universal healthcare system. This has been the point of debate in the United States for many countries, why it has not been able to implement universal health coverage which other developed countries that spend less on their healthcare are able to implement. Chambaud (2017) further asserts that the French model of universal healthcare is made up of public health institutions that account for more than 61% of the hospital beds and other spaces. Furthermore, the French healthcare system involves limited private-sector services, which is very different from the United States system where the private sector controls the sector including setting the prices. In France, the private sector supplements and complements the public healthcare system by offering outpatient care. This is what has placed the French healthcare system on par with other OECD countries, especially the developed nations like the United States.
Another factor that explains the discrepancies between France and United States is the way resources are allocated and utilized. The French healthcare system is more accountable for the funds allocated to them by ensuring that they are used in the hospitals (Chambaud, 2017). French healthcare model provides public health insurance for its citizens. This is different from the United States’ system which is determined and set by the private sectors. This explains the high number of physician visits and life expectancy rates in France.
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